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Rear Hr. Messecks 


In reply to your commniceation of today 
concerning compensation of porsons emmloyed in fighting forest fires 
rnd whother or not neyment can be mode under the provisions of Laws 
oF 1953, ©. 11,8, 2s I advise as follows: 


Tersons employed in fighting forest fires 
under.the direction of stata forest fire wardens and deputy wordens 
ere state emoloyees while so emmloyed. (RL, c. 233, ss. 20 and 22, 
as emended by Laws of 1°40, c. 2/4, s. 4). 


In viow of the fect that by virtue of Lays of 
1949, c. 93, amending s. 24 of snid c. 233, expenses incurred in excess 
of one-helf of one ner cent cf the lintest equalized locelly assessed 
volucticn of municiprlities oo reauired to be peid by the state, it'is. 
obviously a sericus vroblen to the communities within which fires oc- 
cur to finrnce the immediate payment of bills incurred, 


It is my opinion that a bill filed in eccord- 
ence with s. 27, c. 233, which hres been certified by the Stete Forester, 
moy be naid from worlting ecpital in the first instence under the pro- 
‘visions of Lays of 1953, c. 111, s. 2, provided such disbursement is 
finnlly charged orrinst the anpronrisction made for thst purnose as 
summlemented by trensfer from emergency funds and the unexpended bale- 
ence of the salary adjustment fund from the last bienniun, 


Very truly yours, 


Ceorre F, Nelson 
Assistant Attorney General 
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